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general increase of armament throughout -the world, but it 
realizes that no single nation can disarm, and that without 
a common agreement upon the subject every considerable 
power must maintain a relative standing in military 
strength. 

In view of the premises, the President is authorized and 
requested to invite, at an appropriate time, not later than 
the close of the war in Europe, all the great governments 
of the world to send representatives to a conference which 
shall be charged with the duty of formulating a plan for a 
court of arbitration or other tribunal, to which disputed 
questions between nations shall be referred for adjudication 
and peaceful settlement, and to consider the question of dis- 
armament and submit their recommendation to their re- 
spective governments for approval. The President is hereby 
authorized to appoint nine citizens of the United States, 
who, in his judgment, shall be qualified for the mission by 
eminence in the law and by devotion to the cause of peace, 
to be representatives of the United States in such a confer- 
ence. The President shall fix the compensation of said rep- 
resentatives, and such secretaries and other employees as 
may be needed. Two hundred thousand dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated and set 
aside and placed at the disposal of the President to carry 
into effect the provisions of this paragraph. 

If at any time before the construction authorized by this 
act shall have been contracted for there shall have been 
established, with the co-operation of the United States of 
America, an international tribunal or tribunals competent 
to secure peaceful determinations of all international dis- 
putes, and which shall render unnecessary the maintenance 
of competitive armaments, then and in that case such naval 
expenditures as may be inconsistent with the engagements 
made in the establishment of such tribunal or tribunals may 
be suspended, When so ordered by the President of the 
United States. 

Of course, we have here the beginning of that associa- 
tion of nations which is to be, an association outlined 
with considerable detail upon the inside of the front 
cover of this magazine. The question of armament and 
the problems of the Pacific, important as they are, are 
but incidents along the road to that governed world 
where wars will be unnecessary. This conference is but 
a step to other and similar conferences where all the na- 
tions will meet in a similar spirit and for this high pur- 
pose. Out of conferences such as this will develop that 
extension of international law which is the prime busi- 
ness of such conferences. Out of such conferences, and 
only out of such conferences, can we see the up-building 
of that international organ calculated to promote peace 
among nations. Compromise, expediency, and imme- 
diate self-interest there may be, but in no such sense as 
these were present at Versailles. This kind of a meeting, 
made up of persons cooled of their passions, possessed of 
sober second thought, capable of attending to the restora- 
tion of international law, is the beacon light of the 
nations. 

Such a conference cannot fail. It will be most care- 
fully prepared for in advance. Every problem will be 



approached with the desire to eliminate rather than 
create differences. The British Commonwealth is a unit 
in support of this plan. Indeed, the meeting of the 
premiers in London made President Harding's invita- 
tion possible. China, Japan, France, Italy will be rep- 
resented. While the presumption is that this first con- 
ference will be limited in its membership, we see no rea- 
son why any nation outside this group may not also be 
represented should it desire. 

In any event, this invitation, coming from America, 
has been accepted. It has met with unanimous acclaim. 
The enthusiasm is marked. The need is great. The 
results none can fully forecast; but they will be immeas- 
urably significant. 



THE PRODIGAL RETURNS 

If we may personify the peace psychology of the 
world, we should say that he has been on a long 
journey into a far country. He has been wasting his 
substance with riotous living, after which there arose 
for him a mighty famine. All was not well in his world. 
He was disquieted at aspects of Britain's behavior in 
Mesopotamia, at French occupation in Syria, at Greek 
campaigns against Turkey, and the like. He saw young 
Mustapha Kemal Pasha rather successful with his na- 
tionalist government in Angora, standing in the picture 
as a youthful Turkish combination of George Washing- 
ton and Napoleon. He beheld the Anatolian Govern- 
ment flirting with Bol'shevist Russia, with Afghan, and 
Persia. It seemed to him that the Moslem world was 
gathering behind this capable Turk, receiving the while 
no little encouragement from France and Italy. It was 
reported to him that the Greek political situation was a 
mixture of graft and insubordination, the people of that 
country longing for a cessation of the war, but muzzled 
by the familiar martial law and censorship. He was 
forced to ponder also upon the difficulties farther north. 
When the Council of the League of Nations proposed at 
its thirteenth session in Geneva a settlement of the Vilna 
dispute, neither the Polish nor the Lithuanian delegates 
would agree. He found practically all of continental 
Europe in turmoil, every European State acting as if it 
were sufficient unto itself. He knew Enrope to be eco- 
nomically a natural unit, and that the continental States 
of Europe must certainly organize themselves unto their 
salvation, but to him there was no very hopeful sign 
that this would happen within any appreciable time. 
There were plenty of the husks which the swine did eat. 
But our prodigal is coming back home, and as he 
returns timorously, men and women are falling pn his 
neck and kissing him. His decision to return dates from 
that happy day in the month of May when the German 



246 



ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



July 



Government resolved to carry out, without reserve or 
condition, their obligations as defined by the Reparations 
Commission, and to carry out the demands for disarma- 
ment, adding that they would carry out, without reserve 
or delay, the trial of the war criminals and execute their 
unfulfilled portions of the treaty. We like the appear- 
ance of this prodigal in spite of his hungry look. He 
has possibilities. 

For example, amid the black spots of despair and the 
red spots of revolution, Mr. John H. Finley, traveling 
up and down Europe, has become aware that "such spots 
are separated by immense stretches of placidity, indus- 
try, and hope." The farmers are at their work in Eu- 
rope. As pointed out by Rene Viviani, former Premier 
of France, the French realize increasingly that they 
must have, as their policy for the future, moderation as 
well as firmness. If France were the imperialist that 
Germany has claimed, she would have marched into 
Germany and annexed wide stretches of German terri- 
tory. It is an interesting fact that France has not even 
entered the Ruhr. In Mr. Viviani's words, France has 
had "one desire, one ambition, one dream, namely, to 
work for the reconciliation of men and to attempt to 
build bases of accord on which can be founded a definite 
peace." 

The British ambassador to the United States has 
taken occasion within the last few days to express the 
belief that the nations of the world are headed toward a 
permanent peace. He said: "The age will come when 
war will be no more, when peace will reign all round this 
spinning globe, for the choice which lies before humanity 
is between a peace of reason and the peace of death." 
Mr. Gilbert Murray writes in the preface to his new 
book, "The Problem of Foreign Policy," these words: 
"I start from the profound conviction that what the 
world needs is peace. There has been too much war and 
too much of many things that naturally go with war ; 
too much force and fraud, too much intrigue and lying, 
too much impatience, violence, avarice, unreasonable- 
ness, and lack of principle." The struggle between 
England and Ireland is receiving a degree of rational 
analysis and treatment long overdue. The hornets' nest 
in Upper Silesia seems about to be removed to a safer 
place, if not broken up for good. Dr. T. H. Procter, of 
the faculty of Williams College, formerly a soldier of 
the English army, has recently written in the Interna- 
tional Journal of Ethics these words : "You are reduced 
to the primitive. But again, I would urge, the primi- 
tive is not the real and not the good. The progress of 
civilization is founded on the rising value of the indi- 
vidual life. War is the direct opposite of civilization 
and the direct opposite of morality. It is impossible 
that we can have gone through this experience and be 



quite the same after it. My general verdict on war is 
that it leaves us infinitely poorer morally. So far from 
its being a spiritual uplift it is exactely the reverse." 
Mrs. Margot Asquith, of England, has in her diary these 
words: "There is one thing of which I am quite sure, 
no one can ever tell who the people will be that think 
war wicked, that think it folly, or that think it noble. 
The pieces de resistance in every club say it is inevitable 
and glorious, but 'it is easy to be a bloodhound on the 
hearth rug,' as Mr. Maguire, a dear friend of mine, once 
said to me. I can only speak from my own experience. 
I have never met a single person who has been improved 
by the war." The 16,000 delegates of the sixth World's 
Christian Endeavor Convention ended their delibera- 
tions July 10 with the adoption of the slogan, "A war- 
less world in 1923." Equally, if not more, encouraging 
have been the words of Dr. Rathenau, the newly ap- 
pointed German minister for reconstruction, declaring 
that Germany can pay the debt she owes and that her 
honor is involved in paying it. The peace psychology 
of the world is returning. 

We can afford to put our best robe on this our brother 
who was dead and is alive again. We may well put "a 
ring on his hand and shoes on his feet. If it is not time 
to eat and make merry, we may recognize the assurance 
of his return, the fact that he was lost and is found. 



ADOPTION OF THE PEACE RESOLUTION 

Senate Joint Resolution 16, terminating the state 
of war between the Imperial German Government 
and the United States of America, and between the Im- 
perial and Royal Austro-Hungarian Government and the 
United States of America, was finally passed by the 
Congress, Friday, July 1. President Harding signed 
the resolution the next day. The wording of this resolu- 
tion appears elsewhere in these columns. We are wholly 
unable to agree with the opposition to this resolution, an 
opposition which was most pointedly expressed by Mr. 
Underwood, speaking in the Senate, when he said, "1 
feel that it is a surrender of our national honor, our 
national rights, and the rights of the American citizen 
which our boys fought to protect." There are six sec- 
tions in the resolution. The first declares the state of 
war existing between the Imperial German Government 
and the United States "at an end." The second section 
expressly reserves to the United States of America and 
its nationals all rights, privileges, indemnities, and 
reparations to which the United States may be entitled. 
The next two sections accomplish the same things as 
between the United States and Austria-Hungary. Sec- 
tion 5 relates to all property belonging to our former 



